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brand new headquarters, which he hap-
pened to have already planned just
across the street from the one that was
destroyed. And though he and his em-
ployees are busy finalizing plans for
the new building, while at the same
time cleaning up the old, he did not
forget about those other businesses in
LaPlata that were destroyed and put
out of business.

b 1915

Instead, Facchina Construction
began work on a ‘‘temporary town cen-
ter’’ just hours after the powerful F5
tornado ripped through the county.

Recognizing the devastation that loss
of customers could mean to his neigh-
boring small businesses, Paul Facchina
acted quickly to create a 2-acre home
for them on company property in the
center of LaPlata’s business district.
This temporary town center will con-
sist of 21 office trailers, complete with
utilities and a paved parking lot to ac-
commodate any LaPlata business that
was displaced by the tornado. On Fri-
day after Congress adjourned, I was on
the Facchina construction site. It was
amazing what they had done in the 4
days since the tornado hit, plumbing
being installed, pads being prepared.

And what does Mr. Facchina ask for
in return for his generosity, the gen-
erosity of his company and his people?
Nothing more than what a business can
afford to pay. If they are not doing any
business because they have been blown
out of the water, so to speak, they will
not pay anything. Otherwise, they will
pay a commensurate lease.

Facchina Construction is no stranger
to disaster response. The company was
on site at the Pentagon on September
11, and crews were involved in the sub-
sequent rescue and recovery of people
in the Pentagon. Facchina headed up
the restoration of the damage to the
Pentagon and recently completed the
project 31⁄2 months ahead of schedule.
They made it clear to the world that
we have healed our physical wounds
and are moving ahead with the busi-
ness of this country.

Mr. Speaker, there are those who say
that capitalism inevitably creates a
dog-eat-dog world in which only the
strong survive. Mr. Speaker, I offer to
them the example of Facchina Con-
struction and Mr. Paul Facchina. In a
time of turmoil, we rely on people like
this to remind us what America is
about and to tell those whose lives
have been turned upside down that ev-
erything will be okay.

The author said in a ‘‘Tale of Two
Cities’’: ‘‘It was the best of times, it
was the worst of times.’’ Sunday, 7 p.m.
a week ago was the worst of times in
LaPlata, Maryland. We lost five people
to that tornado; but Paul Facchina and
his people and neighbors, neighbors
who had been hit by the tornado,
neighbors whose houses had been
spared, businesses hit by the tornado
came out into the streets right after
that tornado passed to help their
neighbors, help their community say

that they were not going to be defeated
by nature, as we have not been de-
feated by terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, we all owe a debt of
gratitude to these courageous people.
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4–H IS PREMIER YOUTH
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

DUNCAN). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAVIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
as a young person growing up, I had the
good fortune to be a member of a 4–H
club, and I rise today to recognize the
centennial of 4–H clubs as one of our
premier youth development organiza-
tions. Indeed, 4–H accomplishments
over the past 100 years have helped de-
veloping youth to become productive
citizens and are a catalyst for positive
change, to meet the needs of a diverse
and changing society.

Through the tireless efforts of 4–H
over the past 100 years, and its sponsor-
ship of numerous programs dedicated
to developing our youth, the world is a
better place. I applaud 4–H’s history,
and herald its future.

In the last 100 years, millions of 4–H
members have raised their hand to re-
cite the pledge: ‘‘I pledge my head to
clearer thinking, my heart to greater
loyalty, my hands to larger service,
and my health to better living for my
club, my community, my country and
the world.’’

These words have been a blueprint
for success. Millions of members have
also lived by the 4–H motto: ‘‘To make
the best better.’’ Although the 4–H
pledge and motto have remained basi-
cally the same over the decades, the 4–
H movement has constantly sought di-
versity, both in its programs and par-
ticipants.

Over the last 100 years: In 1902, A.B.
Graham, superintendent of schools in
Clark County, Ohio, organized a boys’
and girls’ agricultural club in Spring-
field Township.

1903 saw the development of corn
clubs.

Pig clubs were later introduced, as
were canning clubs.

Federal-State-county programs
began to develop, and the Smith-Lever
Act of 1914 established the Cooperative
Extension Service, of which 4–H is a
component.

During the 1920s and 1930s, 4–H ex-
panded to Europe. World War II saw ac-
tive participation of 4–H in the war ef-
fort. ‘‘Food for Freedom’’ was the slo-
gan, and 4–H’ers were responsible for
increased agriculture production.

Following World War II, inter-
national exchange programs were
furthered in Europe, as well as Asia,
Africa, and Latin America.

The decades of the 1960s and 1970s saw
increased emphasis on participation by
minorities and disadvantaged youth. In
1966, a national workshop was held in
Chicago to expand 4–H for disadvan-
taged youth in both rural and urban
areas.

In the 1980s and 1990s, 4–H focused
heavily on Youth at Risk, highlighting
school-age child care and education,
community programming, and develop-
ment of literacy and technological lit-
eracy.

4–H programs now span the gamut,
touching on critical areas of our world:
the environment; health, wellness and
safety; workforce preparation; youth
decision-making; biotechnology in ag-
riculture; and community building.

I have been struck by the impact of
these programs over the years and
want to commend the University of Il-
linois and its agricultural extension
programs. Not only are their 4–H clubs
actively involved in rural commu-
nities, but its urban programming has
been significant and productive.

Yes, indeed, 4–H’ers have indeed
helped to improve the quality of life
and to make a better world. So we
proudly say when we pledge: ‘‘I pledge
my head to clearer thinking, my heart
to greater loyalty, my hands for useful
service, for better living, for myself,
my club, my country and for the
world.’’ Congratulations to a great
movement, the 4–H Club.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

BLUE DOG DEMOCRATS AND
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JOHN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. JOHN. Mr. Speaker, I am very
happy to be here tonight for the next
hour to talk about something that is
very important to a group of individ-
uals that I like to coalesce around
here, and that is the Blue Dog Demo-
crats.

Before I get into talking about some
of the substantive things that I would
like to speak about tonight, mostly fis-
cal responsibility, I would like to give
an overview who are the Blue Dog
Democrats. Members might have heard
several times about our group and how
active we are, but we are a group of 33
individual Members of Congress from
all over the country. We come from
California. We have a Member from
New York, a couple of Members from
Georgia and Tennessee and Texas; but
we come from all over the United
States geographically. But what brings
us together, what has brought us to-
gether and what has really gained us a
lot of credibility in this body is our
focus on fiscal responsibility.

We meet every week and we talk
about different issues, but we do not
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